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High Desert Hideaways

. AT THE WEST ENTRANCE TO JOSHUA TREE

HATIOMAL PARE, a practically unmarked dirt road leads
adventurous travelers past an old metal box spring, rusted
ans hokding willowy desert blooms, eclechc street signs,
and other handmade artifacts and found art that spot the
landscape at Spin and Margie’s Desert Hide-a-Way. This
urigue hacienda-stybe inn, part cactus garden, part art
gallery, part flashback to the "S0s, is the handiwork of
innkeepers Mindy Kaufman and Drew Reese, who filled in
the emply spaces with cozy cabins decked out with Wilkd
West ephemera, down quilts, soft towels, flat screen TV,
music CDs and videos, and well-equipped kitchens.

The perfect landing point after a day of hiking through
the boulders of the park, we stayed in the newly renovated
Cactus Wren, a modern stand-alone cabin with a very large
and private patio with outside sitting tables and chairs. This
kitchenless accommaodation for two is the perfect spot 1o
cozy up and watch the night sky.

In the morning, don't miss a breakfast of Willie Boy
Hash or the Viegan Sunrise (a mash of tofu, avocado and
home fries), at Crossroads Café on 29 Palms Highway in
downtown Joshua Tree. In the evening, the place to be if
you want to explore the nightlife is Pappy & Harriet's, an
Qld West-style saloon that is the hub of the local music
scene. Run by ex-New Yorkers Linda Krantz and Robyn
Celia, Pappy & Harriets is the place to be for musicians ke
Lucinda Willkams, Pl Harvey and Leon Russell, but Sunday
afternoons are when the local desert rock bands come out.

For an even more secluded high desert oasis, Joshua
Tree Highlands, four one- and two-bedroom properties that
each sit on five secluded acres overlooking Joshua Tree
National Fark, is the place to contemplate the rainbows,
surrounding mountains and spectacular night skies that
fill this mystical landscape — especially in August when
meteors shower the sky. Los Angeles residents Frederick
Fulmer and lames Berg bought up the onginal 1940s

homestead surrounding their vacation home because they
didn’t want amy neighbors, but ended up bullding four,
separate, unplugged but luxuniously appointed properties
with cutdoor hot tubs and ampde ouldoor space 1o isten o
the symphony of wind whipping through the Joshua trees,
California junipers, cacti, and smooth granite boulders.
We stayed in Villa Rocosa, a contemporary remodel of
a homestead cabin iitérally built into the rocks. With a min
Joshua Tree National Park outside our door, a full kitchen,
fireplace, dining area, outdoor patio, eclectic music and
hlm collection, and private outdoor Jacuzzi, there was no
réason to leave. The furniture and other objets d'art in all
the homes are collected from local yard sales or are the
art work of the owners’ friends, who are artists, photogra-
phers, sculptors, or international artist residence members
who spend one maonth in July
or August being inspired to

create new work by the high
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If you pull yourself away

from the magical homestead
landscape, it's worth the trip
into Hown.
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